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intends to make a property of him ... and assign him over to another person in a
different branch for a consideration of £30 which the said person refusing to pay,
the petitioner is like to be harassed and hawked about from one person to another
(untill his said master has made his bargain of him) and thereby lose all his further
time of instruction.... Notwithstanding the petitioner has but one year and seven
months to serve of his time, yet he is not so proficient... as he ought to be by
reason of his said master's neglecting to teach... him, and is not capable when out
of his time of earning more than ten or twelve shillings instead of thirty shillings
or more per week as he ought to have done in case he had been properly instruc-
ted'. He is discharged, (ibid., 13 January 1780.)
31. William Stephenson the son of a coachmaster deceased, of St Giles in the
Fields, who in 1789 being aged fourteen, put himself apprentice to Andrew
Gilchrist of 92 Wardour Street, upholder and cabinet-maker for fifteen guineas,
prays discharge..,. * He had not been very long with the said Andrew Gilchrist
when he found that pie] lett lodgings to kept women and some of them boarded
with him and he became very much reduced in his circumstances and about two
years ago was arrested and went to Newgate... he... obtained a letter of licence
for one year... but for debts contracted since and not performing his engagements
in the said letter, in November last.. .* was arrested, went to the King's Bench,
thence to the Fleet, and 'is in very insolvent circumstances*. A great part of his
furniture had been conveyed away secredy, his landlord made a distress for rent.
All or most of his customers are women of the town * and a great part of petitioner's
time was employed in going after them for money, some of them paying in
instalments at a guinea and half a guinea per week and was frequently obliged
to go on the Lord's day.... The petitioner is very deficient in his business... he
has been taught nothing of the cabinet or upholstery business . . . only put to
making deal tables*. His master has refused to discharge him or turn him over, but
'insisted the petitioner should bring his chest of tools which he had purchased
with his own money to the Fleet prison to work there ... he said they would
serve them both to work with, he not having any tools of his own. ... He has
been advised not to do so, the said Andrew Gilchrist not having any business to
do and as the petitioner conceived, a very improper place for him to work or be
in'* He was discharged, (ibid., April 1793.)
32. John JefTerd was discharged from John Hall of Cross Lane Long Acre,
coach carver to whom he had been bound in 1797 for £20. * About twelve months
ago the said John Hall took a public-house in Parker's Lane, St Giles where he
lodged the petitioner in a garrett with four beds and where any person who came
for a night's lodging might and did sleep, in consequence of which the petitioner
found vermin upon his body and linen... [He] had frequendy beat petitioner in a
very severe and cruel manner .. . [and] . . . had not sufficient business to keep
petitioner in employment*. „." (ibid., 24 April 1799.)
f 33. Richard Pack prayed for the discharge of his son from William Taylor,
boot- and shoemaker of Homer Street, Paddington to whom he had been bound
in December 1813 by the Asylum for Deaf and Dumb Children for a fee of £5

